
The U.S. Employment Snapshot

One-month change in employment by industry 1 
	 People	P eople	G ain		
	E mployed	E mployed	 or
Industry	N ovember, 2019	D ecember, 2019	L oss

Mining	 740,000	 731,000	 -9,000

Construction	 7,531,000	 7,551,000	 20,000

Manufacturing	 12,867,000	 12,855,000	 -12,000

Wholesale	 5,954,900	 5,963,200	 8,300

Retail	 15,788,300	 15,829,500	 41,200

Transportation	 5,578,500	 5,568,100	 -10,400

Utilities	 551,400	 552,200	 800

Information	 2,836,000	 2,839,000	 3,000

Finance	 8,731,000	 8,737,000	 6,000

Professional	 21,641,000	 21,651,000	 10,000

Health	 24,523,000	 24,559,000	 36,000

Leisure	 16,902,000	 16,942,000	 40,000

Services	 5,954,000	 5,959,000	 5,000

Government	 22,640,000	 22,646,000	 6,000

October, 2019	 128,000

November, 2019	 266,000

December, 2019	 145,000

hires by business size in December, 2019 2

(ADP Payroll Survey)

Small  
Business

Mid-Size 
Business

Large  
Business

	 Page	 1 	 of 	4
Harry

	w
w

w
.H

ar
ry

D
ah

ls
tr

om
.c

om

1

B1

U.S. Economy Added  
145,000 Jobs In December, 2019

One-month change in employment 1
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The U.S. Employment Snapshot

October, 2019	 158,544,000

November, 219	 158,536,000

December, 2019	 158,803,000

One-Month change in employment by Occupation1 
	 People	P eople	G ain			
	E mployed	E mployed	 or
Occupation	N ovember, 2019	D ecember, 2019	L oss

Management	 26,450,000	 27,748,000	 1,298,000

Professional	 37,192,000	 37,935,000	 743,000

Services	 26,271,000	 26,487,000	 216,000

Sales	 16,217,000	 15,672,000	 -545,000

Office, administrative	 17,500,000	 17,766,000	 266,000

Farming, fishing, forestry	 1,148,000	 1,171,000	 23,000

Construction, extraction	 8,390,000	 8,143,000	 -247,000

Installation, maintenance, repair	 4,901,000	 5,016,000	 115,000

Production	 8,689,000	 8,229,000	 -460,000

Transportation, material moving	 9,722,000	 10,335,000	 613,000

People working Part time for economic reasons 1 

One-year change in Hours and wages 1 

4,397,000

	 October, 2019	N ovember, 2019	D ecember, 2019

	 December, 2018	D ecember, 2019

Average workweek	 34.5 hours	 34.3 hours

Average overtime in manufacturing	 3.5 hours	 3.2 hours

Average hourly earnings	 27.53     	 28.32  

Average weekly earnings	 949.79   	 971.38   
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4,288,000 4,148,000

158,803,000 People Were  
Employed In December, 2019
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		 3.5	 3.1	 3.2	 12.6	 3.2	 5.9	 2.5	 4.2	 3.7	 1.9	 3.1	

	 Total	 Men	 Women	 Teenagers	 White	 Black	 Asian	 Hispanic	 High School	 Bachelor’s	 Gulf II
	 U.S.	 20+ years	 20+ years	 16-19 years					     Diploma	 Degree+	 Veterans

Unemployment Rates in December, 2019 1 

Reason for job loss & 
Length of unemployment  

in December, 2019 1 
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unemployment by occupation 1 
	 	P eople			
		U  nemployed	U nemployment
		D ecember, 2019	R ate

Management	 533,000	 1.9

Professional	 638,000	 1.7

Services	 1,198,000	 4.3

Sales	 528,000	 3.3

Office, administrative	 533,000	 2.9

Farming, fishing, forestry	 130,000	 10.0

Construction, extraction	 547,000	 6.3

Installation, maintenance, repair	 105,000	 2.0

Production	 372,000	 4.3

Transportation, material moving	 454,000	 4.2

	I lost my job	 I quit my job	 Reentrant	 New entrant	 1-4 weeks	 5-14 weeks	 15-26 weeks	 27+ weeks

46.9%

14.5%

28.9%

35.6%

29.9%

20.5%
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October, 2019	 5,857,000

November, 2019	 5,811,000

December, 2019	 5,753,000
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9.6%

5,753,000 People Were  
Unemployed In December, 2019

14.0%
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by Harry Dahlstrom  |  Author of The Job Hunting Handbook

October, 2019	 95,444,000	 Nov

November, 2019	 95,673,000

December, 2019	 95,625,000

December, 2019, Comparisons
• People employed
• People unemployed
• People not in the labor force 
• New jobs created

	E mployed	U nemployed	N ot in the	J obs created
			   labor force	

158,803,000

5,753,000

95,625,000

145,000

1  http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
2  https://www.adpemploymentreport.com/2019/December/NER/Report
3  https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-4/people-who-are-not-in-the-labor-force-why-arent-they-working.htm
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95,625,000 People, Age 16 Years And Older, 
Were Not In The Labor Force In December, 2019

Reasons for 
not working: 3

Retired.............. 45%
Students........... 18%
Ill, disabled....... 18%
Home responsi- 
bilities............... 16%
Others............... 03%

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-4/people-who-are-not-in-the-labor-force-why-arent-they-working.htm

