
The U.S. Employment Snapshot

One-mOnth change in emplOyment by industry 1 
 people people gain  
 employed employed or
industry september, 2018 October, 2018 loss

mining, logging 751,000 756,000 5,000

construction 7,288,000 7,318,000 30,000

manufacturing 12,753,000 12,785,000 32,000

Wholesale 6,008,100 6,017,200 9,100

retail 15,894,000 15,896,400 2,400

transportation 5,374,300 5,399,100 24,800

utilities 551,300 552,500 1,200

information, media 2,762,000 2,769,000 7,000

Finance, real estate 8,602,000 8,609,000 7,000

professional 21,111,000 21,146,000 35,000

health, education 23,767,000 23,811,000 44,000

leisure, hospitality 16,368,000 16,410,000 42,000

services, miscellaneous 5,877,000 5,884,000 7,000

government 22,393,000 22,397,000 4,000

August, 2018 201,000

September, 2018 134,000

October, 2018 250,000

OctOber 2018, hires by business size 2

(adp payrOll survey)

small  
business
hires

mid-size 
business
hires

large  
business
hires

96,000 102,000
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U.S. Economy Added  
250,000 Jobs In October 2018

One-mOnth change in emplOyment 1

29,000
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The U.S. Employment Snapshot

August, 2018 155,542,000

September, 2018 155,962,000

October, 2018 156,562,000

One-year change in emplOyment by OccupatiOn 1 
 people people gain   
 employed employed or
Occupation October, 2017 October, 2018 loss

management 25,620,000 26,165,000 545,000

professional 35,442,000 36,764,000 1,322,000

service 27,075,000 26,689,000 -386,000

sales 15,795,000 15,927,000 132,000

Office, administrative 17,838,000 17,803,000 -35,000

Farming, fishing, forestry 1,222,000 1,181,000 -41,000

construction, extraction 8,183,000 8,558,000 375,000

installation, maintenance, repair 4,920,000 4,849,000 -71,000

production 8,575,000 8,904,000 329,000

transportation, material moving 9,554,000 10,112,000 558,000

peOple WOrking part time FOr ecOnOmic reasOns 1 

One-year change in hOurs and Wages 1 

4,642,000

 august, 2018 september, 2018 October, 2018

 October, 2017 October, 2018

average workweek 34.4 hours 34.5 hours

average overtime in manufacturing 3.5 hours 3.5 hours

average hourly earnings $26.47  $27.30    

average weekly earnings $910.57  $941.85     
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4,621,000

156,562,000 People Were  
Employed In October, 2018

4,379,000
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 3.7% 3.5% 3.4% 11.9% 3.3% 6.2% 3.2% 4.4% 4.0% 2.0% 3.1%

 Total Men Women Teenagers White Black Asian Hispanic High School Bachelor’s Gulf II
 U.S. 20+ years 20+ years 16-19 years     Diploma Degree Veterans

OctOber 2018, unemplOyment rates 1 

reasOn FOr jOb lOss & length OF unemplOyment  
OctOber, 2018 1 
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unemplOyment by OccupatiOn 1 
  people   
  unemployed unemployment
  October, 2018 rate

management 535,000 2.0

professional 711,000 1.9

service 1,247,000 4.5

sales 599,000 3.6

Office, administrative 634,000 3.4

Farming, fishing, forestry 63,000 5.0

construction, extraction 400,000 4.5

installation, maintenance, repair 83,000 1.7

production 414,000 4.4

transportation, material moving 506,000 4.8

 I lost my job I quit my job Reentrant New entrant 1-4 weeks 5-14 weeks 15-26 weeks 27+ weeks

46.8%

11.9%

31.3%
33.7%

29.8%

14.0%

22.5%
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August, 2018 6,234,000

September, 2018 5,964,000

October, 2018 6,075,000

a
a-5

a-13

a-11
a-12

a

10.0%

6,075,000 People Were  
Unemployed In October, 2018
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by Harry Dahlstrom  |  Author of The Job Hunting Handbook

August, 2018 96,290,000

September, 2018 96,364,000

October, 2018 95,877,000

OctOber 2018, cOmpAriSOnS
• People employed
• People unemployed
• People not in the labor force 
• New jobs created

 employed unemployed not in the jobs created
   labor force 

156,562,000

6,075,000

95,877,000

250,000

1  http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
2  http://www.adpemploymentreport.com/2018/October/NER/NER-October-2018.aspx
3  https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-4/people-who-are-not-in-the-labor-force-why-arent-they-working.htm
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1

95,877,000 People Were Not In  
The Labor Force In October, 2018

reasons for 
not working: 3

Retired ............. 45%
Students .......... 18%
Ill, disabled ...... 18%
Home responsi- 
bilities .............. 16%
Others .............. 03%

http://www.bls.gov/news.release/empsit.nr0.htm
https://www.bls.gov/opub/btn/volume-4/people-who-are-not-in-the-labor-force-why-arent-they-working.htm

